Child abuse. When to be suspicious and what to do then.
The abuse of children may be physical, sexual, or emotional or may take the form of neglect. Primary care physicians are in an excellent position to recognize abuse and to respond with the proper intervention. In order to act appropriately, physicians must have a high degree of suspicion and a working knowledge of the governmental agencies in their area that may be utilized to intervene in abuse cases. Physicians should also be attuned to the family dynamics that may predispose to incidents of child abuse.